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an undertaking thru which he himself perishes before its completion?
Therefore a wise man should protect himself first of all. And it is said:
The body, I say, is the first requisite for religious performance. [Cf.
page 106, line 10.] And so:
1.	Wife, fortune, fields, and sons, also good and evil deeds, may
be replaced again and again, but the body we have only for once.
Therefore a wise man should not attempt reckless deeds.   And so:
 2.	A prudent man should not undertake fruitless tasks, those
which are hard to finish, those which imply destruction, and those
which are impossible to perform.	Furthermore:
 3.	Let a wise man, even if he be in dire straits, never climb a
rugged and difficult mountain full of many beasts of prey.
Furthermore, let a man do what he does only after deliberation, and not
attempt a task which promises small results." But when the king
heard these words he said: "Strangers, why do you speak thus ?
Everything is hard for a man to attain only so long as he does not
act with manliness and courage. And it is said:
 4.	Many good things that are hard to get may be obtained when
desired.    Bold-hearted men ought not to rate their bodies on
a par with a good opportunity !	And so:
 5.	Sometimes water falls from the sky into a ditch, but it may
also come from the world below.   Fate is incomprehensible and
mighty; but is not human action also mighty in this world ?
 6.	In perfect ease, and without exposing the body to pain, no
happy state is attainable in this world.   The Slayer of Madhu
[Visnuj embraces Laksmi with arms that are weary with churn-
ing the ocean.
 7.	How could Visnu's consort [Laksmi = Fortune] fail to be
fickle, even tho he is a Man-lion? — since he always spends four
months in sleep, lying on the water.
 8.	Supreme happiness is hard for a man to obtain as long as he
does not act manfully.   So the sun subdues the cloud-masses only
when it has been exposed to hazard [literally, * mounted upon the
balance; *  that is, when it has entered the constellation Libra,
which the sun enters at the end of the rainy season]."
Hearing the king's words they said: " Great hero, tell us then what
we must do/' The king said: "If you go to a distance of twelve
leagues from this city, in the midst of the jungle there is a certain
rugged mountain. Upon this mountain is a great ascetic named
TrikaJanatha f Lord of the Three Times/ present, past, and future].

